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Iowa State Register called a " laconic cor-
respondence" between General Weaver and the
Greenback Congressional convention in the sixth
district. Porte C. Welch telegraphed from
Oskaloosa to General Weaver as follows: ''Will
you accept the Congressional nomination on the
Indianapolis platform, waiving choice for Pres-
ident?" To this inquiry General Weaver
replied: "No, I am for Hayes and Wheeler,
Silver and Greenbacks". In reply came the
question whether he would " accept the nomi-
nation on the Indianapolis platform and vote
for Hayes if you want to!" To this telegram
signed "Moore and Ballarcl", he sent the
answer "No".84

Evidently during 1876 Weaver had no idea
of leaving the Republican party. A. receptive
candidate for a Republican nomination to Con-
gress, he abruptly declined to consider a Green-
back nomination. His opinions in regard to
the currency seemed to him consistent with his
continued membership in the Republican party.
He closed the campaign of that year with a big
speech at Bloomfield the night before the elec-
tion. As one of his admirers later expressed
it, he was then "a red-hot Republican".85

In 1877 he was mentioned as among the
strong men in the field for the nomination for
Governor against John H. Gear, who was re-
garded by some Republicans as almost sure to